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METROPOLITAN RAIL LINES — POLICE OPERATION RAIL SAFE 

805. Mr W.J. JOHNSTON to the Minister for Police: 

Before I ask my question, I would like to acknowledge the presence in the Speaker’s gallery this afternoon of 
students from Mandurah Baptist College, in the electorate of the member for Mandurah. 

I refer the Minister for Police to newspaper advertisements that promoted his promise of passenger security on 
our trains and to the Liberal Party’s 2008 election commitment to improve the security of rail passengers by 
increasing the number of police officers on the rail network. 

(1) What action has the minister taken to implement this promise? 

(2) Why has the authorised strength of officers in the police public transport division actually been 
reduced? 

(3) What actions will the minister now take to implement this promise? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

(1)–(3) I can announce today that WA Police will be conducting Operation Rail Safe from this Friday, 
25 November, for a period of four weeks. Officers from — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cockburn and member for Girrawheen, I formally call you to order for the first 
time today. Member for Midland and member for Rockingham, if you wish to converse, might I suggest you do 
so outside the chamber. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Officers from the police transport unit, the Public Transport Authority, south east 
metropolitan district, central metropolitan district, regional operations group and other specialist areas — 

Point of Order 
Ms M.M. QUIRK: The minister is reading from an official document; I ask that he table it. 

The SPEAKER: I will have a look at the document post this question being answered, and provide an answer on 
the document to the house at that point, member for Girrawheen. 

[See page 9491.] 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON: It is not an official document; it has notes on it so I can clearly enunciate what we are 
doing. 

I am not quite sure how far I got before I was rudely interrupted by the member for Girrawheen. Let me just 
repeat this part: officers from the police transport unit, the Public Transport Authority, south east metropolitan 
district, central metropolitan district, regional operations group and other specialist areas will predominantly 
focus on the Armadale line each Friday and Saturday night for the duration of Operation Rail Safe. This 
operation will engage a no-tolerance approach to any antisocial or criminal behaviour, ensuring early 
intervention to minimise reoffending. Passive alert dogs — 

Point of Order 
The SPEAKER: Member for Cannington, I will take your point of order, but — 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Thank you. I raise — 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cannington! I indicate to the house that if trivial points of order continue to come 
to me, they will be treated in a manner such that, member for Cannington, you might perhaps wish to reconsider. 
I will take your point of order.  

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: I have a serious point of order, Mr Speaker. I asked a three-part question about a 
promise made by the Liberal Party at the time of the 2008 election, and the minister seems not to be dealing with 
the issues that I raised, which — 

The SPEAKER: Take a seat, member for Cannington. The Minister for Police is answering the questions that 
you asked. If members wish to continue to interrupt question time in this manner, I will formally call them to 
order, and that is what I am going to do with you, member for Cannington. I formally call you to order for a 
second time. It is not a point of order. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
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Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Passive alert dogs will be utilised during the operation to assist in detecting commuters 
involved in drug offences. WA Police, in conjunction with the Public Transport Authority, will provide high 
visibility patrols specifically on the 2.15 am and the 4.00 am Armadale-bound trains to manage and monitor the 
behaviour of commuters. These officers will remain on the train for the duration of the journey. A further 
contingent of police and PTA officers will be placed at McIver, Claisebrook, Burswood, Oats Street, Cannington 
and Gosnells railway stations to monitor and manage the behaviour of the disembarking commuters. Covert 
officers will be placed on the trains during the evening to assist in detecting and identifying groups who utilise 
the train services — 

Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER: I am sure the member for Cannington is interested in the answer to the question. Member for 
Pilbara, member for Warnbro and member for Bassendean, it would seem that you are not. Member for 
Warnbro, I call you to order for the second time, member for Bassendean for the first time and member for 
Pilbara for the first time. I ask that members in this place respect the question being asked, quite simply. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Mr Speaker, as you quite rightly said, the question was in relation to the promise of more 
police officers on our transit system, and I am doing exactly that. 

As I was saying, covert officers will be placed on the trains during the evening to assist in detecting and 
identifying groups who utilise the train services as a form of entertainment rather than for transport purposes. 
Police transport staff will be rostered in the PTA camera room to assist in directing resources to identified hot 
spots. Police will identify and monitor liquor outlets located within walking distance of the train stations in an 
effort to detect alcohol-related offences. 

The police transport unit will ensure that all statistical information is captured for the duration of the operation, 
which will be reviewed with a possibility — 

Mr P. Papalia interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Warnbro, I do not know whether you are on a mission, but I formally call you to 
order for the third time. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Mr Speaker, I am coming to a conclusion. 

As I said, the police transport unit will ensure that all statistical information is captured for the duration of the 
operation, which will be reviewed with a possibility of a further extension. In addition, WA Police are 
transferring the southern rail unit to Perth to hub with the Perth rail unit to allow officers to focus and, indeed, to 
respond more rapidly on problem lines such as the Armadale line. As the Premier announced this morning, we 
will see more police on our trains. 
 


